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Have bad 4 few dificuliies concerning [ome 
Opixions of the Jews that Lbave met with, 
which jeemto dijaeree wit the Bible, and 
fad there Were thefe feveral Seits among t thent inthe time of 
cur Saviour, as tbe Pharifees, Sadduces, Effeans, Heredi- 
yaritans, Karreans and Zealots, and I asiribuce them 


When the perfecution of Anticchus forced the Jews to the 
Woods and Mountains: And tho’ this orm blew over 
1 tome time, yet thole Men were fo plealed with their 
retreat, that they continued and combined into Religious 
societies, living a folitary ard contemplary Live to 
gress Numbers, th 
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ans, aul ere OL Ing ulually avout 400 of tiem, 


ro (ome of thele, rather than to the ial le Body ef the Jows, accoraing to bozh Philo and F lephus. Pliny calls them a fo- 
bys anrnot acytabnted with wot they particularly held, and litary Genevation, remarkable above all others, 3 
sherefore défire the Favour of you to give me as full an ace living without the Fmbraces of Women, without Mo 
count of them dad their Opinions, 45 your own leijure and Ney, Conver: 1g with Woods and Palm-trees, the: 
our Papier will admit ? Nunber enciealed as ny dyed, fcr Men be- 
Anjo. The three moft conficerable of ali the Sects that ha ) lpg: With an unproiperous fortune, flocke to 
were amongit the Fi ws when Chrift “ as bo! th. were the Te ap ve i coagets! I} Cy pitd a } ey erence fo the 
Pharifees, $2 fuces and Effeans, Perhaps the Pirarif es might aimed vy lending Grilts and Pictents CUEher, out wor- 
: ‘Alppea God at Home, Ullog their own Kees 


have their Nameas Explainers and Interpreters of the 
Law, which was a chiet part of their work, and for 
which they were in great effimation among! the Fems, 
or! Lroin Separa:ion ( rhe mot naturai import or the 
word) as Epipbanius lays, 10 Ca.ied becaule excepted from 
others in their extraordinray pi etences CO Piety 5 the Jems 
deicribe a Pharifee, aS OU fous feperates himjel} from all une 
worclean Mears, and fromtie Peeple co} the Earth, wo 
accurately obl- rue not ti): di ference of dfeats. Pharijec, in the 
Talmud denotes a pious and holy Maa. ( This Sect was 
fuppoie! co arite port long after the MMaccav es ) Yet vader 
the prerence ot Religion, they were Malicious, C overous, 
great Oppreflors, Merctlets Dealers, Proud, Scoratal, and 
indeed guilcy of moft Immoralities 5 they held the Oral 
Law of infinite greater Moment than the written Word ; 
thatthe Traditions of their Forefathers were above al! 
things to be embraced, the ftrict oblervance of which 
woud entitle a mau to Eternal Life; chat che Souls of 
men were Immortal, ard had their Dooms awarded in 
the Subrerraneous Regions ; that there 1s a Metemplycho- 
fisof pious Souls out of one Body into another; chat 
hings come to pats by fate and an inevitable uecel- 
fity, and yer that Mans Will is tree, chat by this means 
Men might be rewarded and punifhed acccording to 
theiz Works. 
The Sadduees were as oppofire to the firft in their 
Temper as Principles; Epipbancus thinks they were 10 call- 
ed trom Juftice, as pre-ending to be Juft ana Righteous, 
but this Chara&er agrees not wich their Lives. ‘They 
are generaliy thought to have had the Name trom Stock 
the Schollar of Antigonus Sochaus, about the Year 372 
384 Years before Chrift; they pals by the Writers of 
ther own Nation, for impious Mer, of very loofe and 
d bauched Minners 5 natural’ coulequence of the 
Principles, for chey held the Soul Mortal; the realon oi 
which deiparate Opinion fuppoted to have been their 
miftahing Amigonus, who this Schollers mot to be 
mercenary, bar to ferve God for bimteir, wrhout the 
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expettation of reward : this Sadak ana Paithos, (wo ot 
his Difeiples mifunderftood, and thought he denyedany 
furtaer rewards, and coulegrestiy a Refurrection sand 
by the fame reafon admirced no Spiritual fublianees, tley 
held no Providence, butthat God Almighty is fo ab/o. 
lutely vlocedabove the Werld, chat he neitner regarced 
the Vice nor Virtve adgiedin it. Thele Opinions made 
then. bared by rhe People, they were ftiled by them 
Rereticks, Infidels, Epicureans, no Naine being thoughe 
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Pradicions of che Pherijees, and afiirmed men were ta 
keen to the Letter ofthe Law. ‘folepbus tays, they were 
the fewelt of all Seéts, bat generally ofthe better Rank 
aad quallity ; rherefore being uawiliing to be difturbed g1 
their Eafeand Luxury, they were che molt levere againit 


as, for which they cou’dnot be ban- 
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Fi ms becan about the time of wie Aaficedcses 


: and Cere- 
momes. Every Seve day they publickly met in their 
Sinagogues, where the younger fintingat the Ecet of the 
Elder, one yeads tome Portions out of a Book, which 
another wel skilled in the Principles et their Se ex- 
pounded tothe reft, ( but very obfcure!y, like the Phy- 
lotophy of the Ancieats ) inftiuéti: g chem in Piety, all 
the Duties co God, others, avd tiemtelves. They ins 
dufliiouily cultivated their Ground, and lived en the 
Frusts of it, had all in common, there being neither rich 
Or pooramongit them: Their Manners were innocent, 
being exact Oblervers of Juftice, beyond the Practice 
of otacr Men, Its very prebable the reaion why we 
have no mention made of ‘em in the Gotpel 1s beeauie they 
living Temote from ethers, never concerned themielves 
With the actions of Ciirift or his Apotiles ; but of a pre- 
tended Veneration tor Witdom aad Virtue, they mplectd 
all Careofthe Body renounced conjugal kinbracesabftain- 
ed trom Meats aad Drinks,fome not eating tor three,others 
five or fix days together, thinking it unbecoming Men cf 
luca a Philotophical Genius to fpend any time upor the 
Neceii:ties of the Body : Their way they called Méorflup, 
and tucir Rules Dodrines of  ifdem, they Concemplations 
were fublime and tpeculative, dealing much in cle Names 
and Myfferics of Angels ; cheir Carriage bore a great 
fhew ot Medefly and Humility. Therefore’tis not un'ikee 
ly they were the perions chiefly defianed ( tho’ orhers 
thae held the fame Principles not excluded ) by St. Paud, 
When he charges the Coloflans to lez no man begurle them of 
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their reward ina voluntary humility ard werfhippine of Angels, 
eiirusing 1nd thefe things which be bas nes feem, vainly puft 
up by bis fefbly Mind, woat beive dead to the rudiments of the 
World they fhou'd no longer be (ubjest to thele Dogmata or 
Ordinances, finch as tench not, tafle nor, bandle nos ( the 
Main princintes ofthe Effean Inftitution) being the Come 
mandmenis and Deftrinee of men; which things have indeed 
4 Pew o§ Willom, in Will, HW orfhip, and Hwwility, and neg- 
lating of the Body, not in any Honour to the fatisfying the fiefh. 
The Herodians were fuppoted either a part of Herods 
Guard, or a party that elpouted his Interelt ; they were 
particularly aétive in prefing Men to pay Tribute. In 
matters of opinion they fecmed to fide with the Saddu- 
eos, for what Sr. Marrbem calls the Leaven of the Sadduces 

S-. Afark calls tbe lLcaven of Herod. 
the pofterity of thofe that fuc- 
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J>e Samaritans 
cceced the ten Tribes, a Mixture of Jews and Gentiles, 


they held nothing but the Penrateuc:h t@ be the Word of 
God, that Mount Grazia was the true place of worhhip, 


thar they were the Delcendants of Joep>, and heirs of the 
tunveal Priefthood, that no Correfpondent was to be 


had with flrangers, or any unclean taing torched. 
The Xrrveens were a Branch of the Sadduces, but after 


wards rejected their opinions. They are the true Textue 
alidsyadhcering only to the writings of Mofes and the Pro- 
lisa che Scriptures by st felf, difowning the 
ne Talaad, iniomuchas they admit 
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pawer did the Magician 
they blind the Lyés of tre 
byt of the Devil ? and 
{Motes work bis Miracles ? 
Anfw, We are inclined to believe ‘twas by 
she power of the eve that they acted, and 
rhar onthe contrary Afojes acted by the pow- 
er ‘of God; and as his power was the greateft; 
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not the Hebrew Po'ats, thinking them 2 yay vga aditi- fo was the Afagimans overccrre : It ‘CC Mer 9 
we + ~ a '* _ * . ee . fo } “ty . 
onary Law, for « ey are hated by the reff of the toys more probable thar the Devil breugte 
t 7 , ° iy preat Us bers ot ‘em at Con- aff: ft l, Mee 
tewes. The iy great uu real Serpents to the Megicians, then 
. aly 4 paces, > 3 > ’ 
Bape iy 4 3. ee i 7 ipina, were an thar ic fhou’d be any impofition upon the 
Toe Zealors fo often mentioned DY Je pobes ; 
+ and ungover! t ‘e lorr of Men, ho uncera Te- fight of the Specta tors 5 be Cat if wh n the Lj ice 
f Zea] tor Godec ed the greate: | Cur-adiness came they acknowledged the mielves coficient, 
pat ies fecnme for Lice there fignifies any lictle living Crea. 
i . z shst Wein ; t 2 Jariices orceme | in 
: het | whe was our Savior fo ware, not Lice only, which we are apt to 
pate: mn? tom wberce btd the Jews their pretenc? believe God then created on purpote. 
‘ eri i id noét wis it chiefly ¢ mpojed on ? 
whe were tbe primaacal Autoors of th, and of wat repube —— --—-— -— a i 
war it Amoagit v f So taht of ' Pe me , 
iw. (ue Saviour was ¢i!vleafed with them Decaule oF berttfements. 
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lwered it tad rit us, he tothe wife Men his Suce Ce or 6 age of both Leve, Marriage, Drefs, Bi dsvioiir, 
cel wi! sir was to recite it, and ic was Bufinefs, Life, Houles and Comverfation. The Author 
handed t levers) Geaerations; the Names of thole throu out the whole Work intermixes abundance 
that Geuvel . lll Ages from Mbofes “all an hun- Of Secret Occurrences with his other matter, and 
c rears Crit, Maimonides gives a partica- you may find B te all che Humours of the Tiwn at the 
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late Phytician, and Sworn Phy- 


fician 9 Ordinary to King © artes the Sec xi, until his death g 
who with a Driak and Pill (lundring no Buliacts ) undertakes 
to Cure any Ulcers, Sores, Swellings in the Nole, Face, or other 
parts ; Sea sy Ite eSeurtt, Leproties,and Venerial Difeaie,ex) pecting 
nothing u ned the Cure be fimiked: Of the lait he hath cured many 
hendreds in thi s City, many of them aiter - 02, which carries the 
eviltromt e Lower Parts to the Head |,and jo deltroys many. The 
Drir vk is 3 5. the Quart, the Pili 1 se ak ox, with Directions ; a bet- 
ter Purger than whic! 1 Was Never given, ‘or theye! eanfe the Body of 
au Importties, which are the caufe sot Dropfies, Gouts, Scurvwies, 
S@one or Gravel, Pains in the 


¢ Head, and other parts. Take heed 
om_ you Truft in Phyfick, for jt*s become a Common Cheat 


to p tg it. He gives his Opinion to ail that writes or comes 
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